[Computed tomography in primary mesenteric tumors].
The value of CT in the investigation of mesenteric tumours was studied in 21 patients. It is possible to differentiate mesenteric cysts from sarcomas, and CT provides information concerning the size, localisation, structure and extent of the tumour and the degree of infiltration. Density measurements provide evidence concerning the structure of the lesion, whether it is liquid, lipomatous, myxoid or osseous. Only rarely is it possible to make a histological diagnosis. Localised infiltration of the gut cannot be recognised, but diffuse intra- and retro-peritoneal tumour spread can be seen by CT. Ascites, intra-peritoneal and haematogenous metastases are rare from mesenteric sarcomas.